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List of Awarded Projects
 Gender Equality Fund for the Western Balkans - 1st Open Call, 2026

Six regional projects - one from each Contracting Party of the Western Balkans Fund — selected from 269
applications submitted by 785 organisations across the region coming together in partnership. Applicants
requested a combined €10.15 million against an available envelope of €240,000. Projects were assessed through
an eligibility check, the OECD DAC Gender Equality Marker, individual expert evaluations and an Evaluation Panel
with Swisspeace external evaluators, and the final list was approved by the WBF Committee of Senior Officials. 
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Contracting Party — Tirana

01 Piercing the Shadows — Her Digital Voice
Anti-Gender Backlash Actions and Narrative PN:9-198

A L B A N I A

LEAD APPLICANT

PARTNERS

Albanian Women in Audiovisual (AWA)
Metamorphosis Foundation NORTH MACEDONIA
Montenegro Media Institute (MMI) MONTENEGRO

To advance gender equality in the Western Balkans by strengthening the digital
safety, resilience and public visibility of women journalists and media
professionals in Albania, North Macedonia and Montenegro, while building
sustainable regional mechanisms to monitor, document and counter technology-
facilitated gender-based violence (TF-GBV) and anti-gender backlash in digital
spaces.

OVERALL

OBJECTIVE

Contracting Party — Sarajevo

02 Leadership, Equality and Athletic Development for Women in the
Western Balkans (The LEAD Project)
Empowerment of Women in Economic and Public Life and Decision Making Positions PN:9-022

B O S N I A  A N D  H E R Z E G O V I N A

LEAD APPLICANT

PARTNERS

Udruženje Otvorene zabavne škole
Football Club Breznica  MONTENEGRO
Otvoreni zabavni fudbalski skoli NORTH MACEDONIA

The overall objective of this project is to advance gender equality and women’s
empowerment in the Western Balkans by building a sustainable, cross-border
pipeline that transitions young women from grassroots sports participation into
visible, public decision-making and sports governance roles. By using sport-for-
development as a structural catalyst, the project targets deep-seated patriarchal
exclusions, enabling young women to directly shape inclusive local youth
policies and challenge discriminatory socio-cultural norms across the trilateral
region.

OVERALL

OBJECTIVE
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Contracting Party — Podgorica

04 GEquality – Strengthening gender equality towards a cohesive society
in the Western Balkans
Anti-Gender Backlash Actions and Narrative PN:9-104

M O N T E N E G R O

LEAD APPLICANT

PARTNERS

Juventas 
Center E8 (Center for the promotion of healthy lifestyles) SERBIA
Association for Promotion of Arts and Culture “Forum” BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

To raise public awareness of the importance of gender equality in the Western
Balkans through the promotion of women’s heritage and women’s history,
thereby contributing to the building of cohesive and democratic societies resilient
to anti-gender narratives and disinformation.

OVERALL

OBJECTIVE

Contracting Party — Prishtina

03 Women into Angel Investing in the Western Balkans

Empowerment of Women in Economic and Public Life and Decision Making Positions PN:9-220

K O S O V O *

LEAD APPLICANT

PARTNERS

Keiretsu Forum SEE
Keiretsu Forum SEE ALBANIA
Investment Foundation IMPAKT BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
ICT Cortex MONTENEGRO

To advance women’s economic empowerment and strengthen their participation in
economic decision-making across the Western Balkans by increasing women’s
engagement in early-stage investment activities, enhancing their capacity to
participate as angel investors, and fostering greater inclusion of women within
regional investment and entrepreneurship ecosystems. The project seeks to address
structural barriers that limit women’s access to investment networks, knowledge, and
decision-making opportunities, while contributing to more inclusive and gender-
responsive economic development across the region.

OVERALL

OBJECTIVE
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Contracting Party — Skopje

05 WB Cyber-Women Hub: Regional Accelerator for Cyber Security, Data
Protection and Responsible AI
Gender Equality and Cyber Space PN:9-050

N O R T H  M A C E D O N I A

LEAD APPLICANT

PARTNERS

Women4Cyber North Macedonia

AFA, Association for Affirmation of Woman Potential and Networking —
Women4Cyber Serbia chapter SERBIA
Žene za sajber Crna Gora (Women4Cyber Montenegro) MONTENEGRO

To advance gender equality and women’s empowerment in the Western Balkans by
increasing women’s participation, leadership, economic opportunities, and influence
in cybersecurity, data governance, and responsible AI, while strengthening gender-
responsive digital resilience and regional cooperation among civil society, public
institutions, and the private sector.

OVERALL

OBJECTIVE

Contracting Party — Belgrade

06 Safe Homes, Stronger Futures: Advancing Gender-Responsive Housing
Policies for Women Survivors of Violence in Kosovo, Montenegro and
Serbia
Gender Equality and Protection from Violence PN:9-087

OBJECTIVE

LEAD APPLICANT Autonomous Women's Center (AWC) 
Women’s Rights Center (WRC) MONTENEGRO
Kosovo Women’s Network (KWN) KOSOVO

The overall objective of this project is to contribute to the advancement of
gender equality and women’s empowerment in Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo
through strengthened regional cooperation, coordinated advocacy, and
innovative civil society action aimed at improving access to gender-responsive
and sustainable housing solutions for women survivors of violence.

OVERALL

OBJECTIVE

S E R B I A

* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence.

Project titles, partner names and objectives are reproduced as submitted by the applicants. 
Contracting is underway; final project parameters are established in the grant contract. 


