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Grant for Grassroots Initiatives (GGI)
List of Awarded Projects — First Call, 2026

Twenty-four regional projects — four from each Contracting Party of the Western Balkans Six — selected from 264

applications, following a thorough and competitive evaluation process. The scheme is co-funded by the European Union.

Contracting Party — Belgrade SERBIA

o1

02

03

04

Empowering Future Environmental Lawyers for EU Integration and the Green Agenda
Sustainable Development
Lead applicant Aarhus Centre (Novi Sad)
Partners
* Environmental movement Ozon (NikSi¢)
» Association DINARICA (Mostar)

Objective To strengthen environmental rule of law in the Western Balkans by building the capacity of future legal
professionals to support implementation of the EU environmental acquis and defend citizens’ environmental
rights.

Regional Alliances for Innovation, STEM and Education in the Western Balkans (RAISE-WB)
Education and Scientific Exchange
Lead applicant Deciji Inovacioni Centar (Belgrade)
Partners

» SOUUD “Dimitar Vlahov” (Strumica)

» Association for STEAM Education “STEAM ACADEMY” (Tuzla)
* STEM Hub Center (Tirana)

« Crnogorsko UdruZenje za Znanje i Nauku MAKS (Bijela)

Objective To strengthen regional cooperation and people-to-people links among grassroots CSOs, educators
and youth by advancing inclusive, practice-based STEM education and innovation across the Western Balkans.

DocuConnect Balkans — Regional Documentary Co-production Lab

Cultural Cooperation  Education and Scientific Research
Lead applicant Independent Film Centre Filmart (Pozega)
Partners

* FusionACT Centre (Tirana)

» Asocijacija za vizuelnu kulturu VIZART (Banja Luka)

+ KINEMATIKA (Skopje)

* NGO Montenegro Film Festival (Podgorica)
Objective To strengthen regional cooperation, intercultural dialogue and professional exchange in the Western
Balkans through documentary film development, collaboration and mobility for young and emerging directors
and producers.

Small Communities, Big Voices — International Youth Infinity Lab
Cultural Cooperation  Sustainable Development
Lead applicant Eco Infinity (Sjenica)
Partners

+ YOUTH ON BOARD (Stip)
» ToPeeR (Doboj)
« Balkan Youth Activism (Korgé)
Objective To strengthen regional cooperation, reconciliation and social inclusion in the Western Balkans by

empowering young people from small and rural communities to engage in intercultural dialogue, creative
expression and cross-border exchange.

Contracting Party — Podgorica MONTENEGRO
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05 Regional Empowerment of Deaf Communities and Sign Language Equality in the Western

Balkans

Cultural Cooperation  Sustainable Development
Lead applicant Association of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing of Montenegro (Podgorica)

Partners

* Cultural Center Homer (Podgorica)

» Deaf and Hard of Hearing Association of Serbia — SGNS (Belgrade)

» Association of the organisations of Deaf and Hard of Hearing of Republika Srpska (Banja Luka)
Objective To strengthen regional cooperation and promote the rights and equality of deaf communities in the
Western Balkans through joint initiatives, knowledge exchange and the advancement of sign language
recognition.

06 Western Balkans Girls Basketball Camp — Next Step
Cultural Cooperation
Lead applicant BC Olymp (NikSi¢)
Partners
» Basketball Club “10th August” (Vlasenica)
* Akademia 109 Tirona (Tirana)
* Women'’s Basketball Club Trebjesa (Niksi¢)
» University Women’s Basketball Club Student (NiS)
Objective To contribute to regional cooperation, reconciliation and EU integration by empowering young girls
and grassroots sports organisations across the Western Balkans.

07 Environmental Peacebuilding Festival
Cultural Cooperation  Sustainable Development
Lead applicant Youth Initiative for Human Rights Montenegro (Podgorica)
Partners
» Centar za mlade “Kvart” (Prijedor)
+ Fondacija Jelena Santié (Belgrade)
Objective To contribute to strengthening regional cooperation and reconciliation in the Western Balkans by
creating a platform that connects environmental engagement, peacebuilding and creative expression.

08 See What You Think: Youth Decision-Making and Media Literacy in the Western Balkans
Education and Scientific Exchange

Lead applicant Epeka Montenegro (Berane)
Partners
« Epeka Srbija (Nis)
 Institute for Project Management and Development (Skopje)
Objective To strengthen critical thinking, media literacy and decision-making skills among young people in the
Western Balkans, while encouraging regional cooperation and dialogue.

Contracting Party — Prishtina KOSOVO*

09 Under One Sky 2.0: Building Trust through Astronomy and Youth Cooperation in the

Western Balkans
Education and Scientific Exchange
Lead applicant Astronomy Club of Kosovo* — ACK (Prishtina)
Partners
« EDU Act Albania (Tirana)
» Orion Astronomical Society (Sarajevo)
» Montenegro Space Research (Podgorica)
« Skopje Astronomical Society (Skopje)
* ALEPH (Novi Pazar)
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Objective To strengthen trust, youth cooperation and good neighbourly relations in the Western Balkans through
astronomy-based learning, exchange and outreach.

Let’s Clean the Western Balkans: A Regional Initiative for Environmental Action and

Cooperation

11

Sustainable Development

Lead applicant Let’s Clean Kosovo (Prishtina)
Partners
» Association for Sustainable Development Go Green (Skopje)
+ Green Line (Tirana)
Objective To strengthen regional cooperation and joint action in environmental protection across the Western
Balkans.

Youth Makers Exchange: Advancing STEAM Skills and Regional Cooperation in the Western

Balkans

12

Education and Scientific Exchange

Lead applicant Kosovo Makers League (Prishtina)
Partners
» Fondacioni BONEVET (Prishtina)
« Center for Balkan Cooperation LOJA (Tetovo)
* Albict (Tirana)
Objective To strengthen regional cooperation and mutual understanding among youth in the Western Balkans
through collaborative STEAM education and scientific exchange.

Writers’ Room: First Feature Lab

Cultural Cooperation  Sustainable Development
Lead applicant Filmik Institute (Prishtina)
Partners

» First Step Association (Tirana)

* Planet-M (Skopje)

* PriFilm Fest (Prishtina)
Objective To strengthen regional cooperation and intercultural dialogue in the Western Balkans by empowering
emerging filmmakers through collaborative script development, knowledge exchange and access to regional
and European film networks.

Contracting Party — Sarajevo BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

13

14

Connected Voices: Youth with Disabilities Shaping Change
Education and Scientific Exchange

Lead applicant Information Center for Persons with Disabilities (Tuzla)
Partners

* Youth with Disabilities Forum — YDF (Belgrade)

» Association of Paraplegics (Cetinje)
Objective To improve the position and active participation of youth with disabilities in decision-making processes
in the Western Balkans by strengthening regional connectivity, enhancing their capacities and fostering joint
advocacy.

WB Maker Bridge: Regional Makerspace Initiative for Youth, Women and Digital Innovation
Education and Scientific Exchange

Lead applicant Faculty of Electrical Engineering, University of East Sarajevo (East Sarajevo)
Partners

+ Balkan Distance Education Network — BADEN (Cagak)
 Institute of Modern Technologies Montenegro — IMTM (Podgorica)
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Objective To strengthen regional cooperation among youth-oriented educational and innovation actors in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Serbia and Montenegro through a makerspace-based programme for practical learning,
digital skills and inclusive innovation.

First Draft — A Regional Laboratory for Emerging Artists in the Western Balkans
Cultural Cooperation
Lead applicant Udruzenje Magicni teatar (Sarajevo)
Partners

» Civil Association for Arts and Culture Atrium Hub (Skopje)

« Center E8 (Belgrade)

» Association Realstage (Sarajevo)

» Association Prazan Prostor (Podgorica)
Objective To enable emerging performing artists in the Western Balkans to access regional professional
networks, develop portable artistic work and build cross-border professional relationships through experimental
cultural cooperation, contributing to good neighbourly relations and reconciliation.

Youth VA Western Balkans: Digital Skills for Staying and Thriving
Education and Scientific Exchange  Sustainable Development
Lead applicant Balkan Association for Sustainable Energy — BASE (Sarajevo)
Partners
« Crnogorsko struéno udruzenje za energetiku, ekologiju, ekonomiju i efikasnost (Podgorica)
* ACT for Society Centre (Tirana)
» SIT — Center for Counseling, Social Services and Research (Prishtina)
Objective To strengthen regional cooperation and youth employability by expanding a proven digital career
programme to Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro.

Contracting Part j NORTH MACEDONIA

17

18

19

Regional Youth Forum: “EUth Negotiators of the Future”
Education and Scientific Research
Lead applicant Strategers Institute (Skopje)
Partners
* NVO Centar za omladinsku edukaciju (Podgorica)
» Partners Albania for Change and Development (Tirana)
» Regional School of Public Administration — ReSPA (Podgorica)
Objective To enhance youth participation in regional cooperation and EU integration processes in the Western
Balkans through an interactive, simulation-based learning approach.

Prespa Connects Cultures

Cultural Cooperation  Education and Scientific Research
Lead applicant EUROTHINK — Center for European Strategies (Resen)
Partners

» Destination Management Organization (Korgé)

* REC - Reconciliation Empowering Communities (Mitrovica)
Objective To strengthen regional cooperation and mutual understanding in the Western Balkans through cultural
exchange and participatory dialogue among communities.

“Our Stories, Our Voices: Roma Youth for Regional Change”
Cultural Cooperation  Education and Scientific Research

Lead applicant Roma Cultural and Educational Center TERNIPE MK (Delchevo)
Partners

* NVO Ternipe (Pirot)
* Institute of Romani Culture in Albania — IRCA (Tirana)
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Objective To empower Roma youth from North Macedonia, Serbia and Albania by promoting their active
participation in regional dialogue, cultural exchange and social inclusion.

20 Persons with Disabilities Growing Organic Aromatic Herbs

Sustainable Development
Lead applicant Zdruzenie na lica so cerebralna paraliza i drugi poprecenosti (Veles)
Partners
* Association “Oaza” (Sarajevo)
* “The Will to Live” (Velika Plana)
Objective To enhance social inclusion and economic empowerment of persons with disabilities in the Western
Balkans through inclusive, sustainable employment.

Contracting Party — Tirana ALBANIA

21

22

23

Mountain Connect: Balkan Mountain Forum

Sustainable Development
Lead applicant Albanian Local Capacity Development Foundation — ALCDF (Tirana)
Partners

* CSCD - Center for Sustainability Community Development (Debar)

» Kosova Development Center — KDC (Gjakova)

* Regional Development Agency — RDA (Berane)
Objective To establish and operationalise a Transboundary Balkan Mountain Forum that connects at least 80
grassroots stakeholders through structured engagement, including four thematic workshops and a regional
forum event.

Regional Diaspora Observatory

Education and Scientific Research
Lead applicant Center for Economic and Social Studies — CESS (Tirana)
Partners

* GERMIN (Prishtina)

* Nasa Perspektiva (Sarajevo)

« Tacka povratka (Belgrade)

* Macedonia2025 (Skopje)

» Akademska dijaspora Crne Gore (Podgorica)
Objective To strengthen regional cooperation in the Western Balkans by establishing a structured, sustainable
and inclusive mechanism for diaspora engagement that mobilises knowledge, networks and resources for
regional development, social cohesion and European integration.

Balkan Creative Bridge
Cultural Cooperation  Sustainable Development
Lead applicant Tulla Culture Center (Tirana)
Partners
« Femina (Prishtina)
* Uzor (Podgorica)
Objective To empower young artists from the Western Balkans to access and compete in international markets
through strengthened skills, visibility and regional cooperation in the cultural and creative industries.

24 Common Ground WB: Youth Cultural Pacts for Local Change

Cultural Cooperation

Lead applicant New Bridges NGO (Tirana)
Partners
* Education for Change (Tirana)
» Alfacentar (Niksi¢)
»  Community Development Institute — CDI (Tetovo)
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Objective To strengthen regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations among youth in the Western
Balkans through intercultural dialogue and culture-based community engagement.

* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence.
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