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WBF Move Grants WBF Matching Grants

DEADLINE EXPIRES DEADLINE EXPIRES
WITH RECORD 183 WITH RECORD 22
APPLICATIONS APPLICATIONS

RECEIVED RECEIVED

The application deadline for the WBF Move The deadline for the WBF Matching Grants —

Grants has now expired. Autumn Season expired on 30 November. 22
applicants applied for additional support in
This sixth Call for Proposals has become the the Autumn Window.

most successful yet, with a record number of
183 applications — a clear demonstration of The evaluation has started immediately and
the impact of this scheme, which boosts the winner will be announced shortly.

individual mobility in the Western Balkans.

While the Autumn Season has expired, the
the next step evaluation proess negotion with Matching Scheme remains open and the
mob starting Winter Window is now open.

The list of selected beneficiaries is expected More detailed information on eligibility,
to be published in December, with mobilities financial support ,and application procedures
starting in January. is available on our website.

www.westernbalkansfund.org
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7" CALL FOR ot
PROPOSALS oo,
WRAP P ES U P over 10k direct

beneficiaries

The Western Balkans Fund
closed this November the
implementation cycle of its
7th Annual Call for Proposals,
the largest regular grant
scheme of the Fund and a key
pillar of the WBF-EU Joint
Action under IPA Il

Launched on 13 January and
open until 19 February 2025,
the Call offered civil society
organisations and other
eligible stakeholders grants of
up to 15,000 EUR for regional
projects implemented
between April and October
2025.

After intensive info sessions  These initiatives covered WBF's three core priorities,
across the region and a cultural cooperation, education and research, and
record 417 applications, an  sustainable development — and translated them into
Evaluation Panel held at the  concrete activities in our Region.

WBF Secretariat on 2-3 April

completed a rigorous, two-  With the last activities now finalized, the 7th Call
month assessment process, crowns a longer journey in which WBF has already
resulting in the selection of 30 directly impacted at least 10,000 people across the
winning projects, five from  region, building networks of cooperation, trust and
each WBF  Contracting  shared European perspectives that will outlive any
Parties. single project cycle.

www.westernbalkansfund.org
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Renewingjthelpledeeitelstipperdcivillseciety,
WBF AND RYCO COMMIT TO

DEEPENING

STRATEGIC

PARTNERSHIP

—

As a follow-up to already extensive
cooperation, the Western Balkans Fund
Secretariat welcomed the Secretary
General of RYCO, Mr. Obradovic, together
with Deputy Secretary General Mr. Loka
and Senior Adviser Mr. Kheirallah.

In a very constructive and friendly
meeting, both organisations recognised
the untapped potential for deeper
cooperation in support of civil society
organisations and youth across the
Western Balkans. We pledged to do more,
coordinate better and increase our joint
impact through shared initiatives.

www.westernbalkansfund.org

WBF Executive Director, Dr. Gjergj Murra,

underlined: “We have everything on
paper and, more importantly, the will to
do more. Now it is up to us to find the
ways to make more happen.” RYCO
Secretary General Mr. Obradovi¢ added:
“In RYCO, you have a close partner and
friend. We stand ready to strengthen our
cooperation further.”

Born together as a direct result of the
Berlin  Process and its spirit of
reconciliation and cooperation, WBF and
RYCO are already bound by strategic
Memoranda of Understanding signed in
2017 and 2022. More about this meeting is
available on our website.

NOVEMBER 2025
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YOUTH AT THE HEART OF EU
INTEGRATION

Young researchers and activists shape the regional

In November, at EU House in Skopje, a
WBF-EU Joint Action funded project
placed youth participation in the EU
integration process at centre stage.
Participants presented the findings of
several months of in-depth research on
the factors that currently limit youth
participation and debated concrete ways
to overcome these challenges.

Speaking at the conference, Steffen
Hudolin, Head of Cooperation at the EU
Delegation in Skopje, commended the
initiative and underlined the need for
more youth-driven efforts that influence
policy across the Western Balkans.

www.westernbalkansfund.org

debate on Europe'’s future in Skopje

A key outcome of this project is a
strengthened regional perspective on
shared opportunities and shared
challenges within the EU integration

process. The project is implemented by

BIRC Institute (Tetovo), in partnership
with NVO Glas (Podgorica) and CFID
(Prishtina).

Like all the other projects of the 7™ Call for
Proposals, also this project is co-funded
by the European Union under IPA Il -
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance.

NOVEMBER 2025
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Networking, leadership and regional dialogue
supported through WBF Matching Grants

YOUNG LEADERS AT THE
BELGRADE SECURITY
CONFERENCE

At the Belgrade Security
Conference 2025 - Young
Leaders Forum, opening
remarks by Igor Bandovi¢ and
Gjergj Murra highlighted the
importance of networking and
the exchange of information
among youth in the Western
Balkans. Young leaders were
reminded that leadership goes
beyond titles, and rests on
knowledge, initiative and
community-building. The whole
event supports leadership and
youth participation in the WB
Region.

The Belgrade Security
Conference 2025 is supported
through the WBF Matching
Grants Scheme, designed to
scale successful initiatives across
the Western Balkans. Matching
Grants are open year-round -
24/7 — with specific seasonal
application cycles. The last
Autumn cycle closed on 30
November, but the new Winter
Cycle is immediately open to all
applications.

www.westernbalkansfund.org
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NIKSIC: LOCAL BUSINESSES GROW
THROUGH REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

The Municipality of NiksSi¢, together with
1 regional partners, has embarked on a
mission to help local businesses grow

through regional partnerships. This
project combines awareness-raising
about available opportunities, the

facilitation of cooperation through direct
mediation and the replication of the best
ideas and success stories through
institutional support.

Some of the most promising initiatives
focus on boosting local tourism,
transforming former industrial areas into
new profitable economic hubs, improving
waste and water management and
supporting innovative local solutions. All
these ideas were presented during an Info
Day held in NikSi¢, with strong
participation from local stakeholders.

MAKING THEATRE ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL IN
BELGRADE, BANJA LUKA AND PODGORICA

Thanks to the WBF-EU Joint Action, art is
becoming more inclusive across the
Western Balkans. Last week, the play

“Dostoevsky — My Life” was performed at

the National Theater of Serbia, fully
adapted for blind and visually impaired
audiences. In previous weeks, other
performances were also made accessible
to people with different needs in Banja
Luka and Podgorica.

NOVEMBER 2025
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Aregional art colony turns Korcainto a hub for
Intercultural dialogue and creative cooperation

KORCA HOSTS “COLONY OF
VISUAL ARTS 2025’

In  November, Korca became the
epicentre of one of the year's largest
regional artistic events. Dozens of visual
artists, part of the “Colony of Visual Arts
2025” project.

For seven days, Korca's galleries, public
spaces and cultural venues hosted joint
exhibitions, open studios and interactive
workshops, bringing together established
artists and emerging talents from across
the Western Balkans.

K

The art colony also hosted thematic
sessions on topics such as cultural
heritage, contemporary visual expression
and the social role of artists. These
exchanges helped participants explore
common narratives, shared symbols and
different local perspectives, turning Korca
into a genuine regional meeting point.

Led by the Friends of Korca Association,
the art colony attracted hundreds of local
residents and tourists, giving a new boost
to the city’s reputation as a cultural
destination.

NOVEMBER 2026
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NEW PROGRAM
COORDINATOR JOINS
WBF TEAM

Marija
RaznatovicC
to oversee
project
portfolio
from
Montenegro

Meet Marija Raznatovic, the new Program
Coordinator in our team. Marija brings
over 20 years of experience in
government and international
cooperation.

Most recently, she served as Director
General of the Directorate for Innovation
and Smart Specialization in Montenegro’s
Ministry of Education, Science, and
Innovation, overseeing strategic policy
alignment with EU standards.

She previously worked as Head of the
Department for Smart Specialization and
as Consultant for Innovation and S3 with

UNDP, managing the strategic
development and implementation of
national innovation frameworks.

At the Western Balkans Fund, Marija will
coordinate the portfolio of projects from
Montenegro, strengthening WBF’s
presence and support to partners in the
country.

NOVEMBER 2025
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