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Eight years on, we are proud of our
legacy, but more importantly, remain
exited about the future. Thank you for
being with us in this incredible journey

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 5

W2STERN BALKANS FUND PUBLISHING
VOL. 84

www.westernbalkansfund.org PAGE 1

?/#��))$1 -.�-4�*!�/# ��0)�

Surrounded by partners and friends, the
Western Balkans Fund marked its 8th
anniversary of the establishment in a
special reception organized in Tirana.

Backed by the continuous support of
our Contracting Parties – the Ministries
of Foreign Affairs of the WB6 – and an
ever-growing list of partners, we remain
deeply committed to our mission: to
advance wide-scale cooperation, build
trust, and create new opportunities
across the Western Balkans.

ED Murra remarks

WBF launches the 
Matching Grant Scheme

READ MORE
- PAGE 5
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“MUSINE KOKALARI”,

GRASSROOT AND COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT AWARD

Aiming to recognise
outstanding

projects, multiply
their achievements

and support our
growing

community, the
Western Balkans

Fund launched for
the first time this

year the WBF
Champions of

Regional
Cooperation Award.

With partners in Sa8rajevo, Podgorica,
and Belgrade, the “Musine Kokalari”
Institute implemented the project
“Decent Work Academy in the Western
Balkans”, establishing an exceptional
network of over 50 trade unions and
workers associations to support and
strengthen workers right across the
Region.

The Award was presented during the
celebration of WBF’s 8th anniversary in
Tirana to the Institute’s representatives by
Mr. Dobrushi, Director of Open Society
Foundation Western Balkans, who kindly
supported this award.

Based on almost 1,200 public votes casted
and the decision of our professional jury,
we are proud to announce the winner of
the Grassroot and Community
Engagement Award, the Institute “Musine
Kokalari” in Prishtina.

Shortlisted candidate for this category
where also the Association of Serbian
Journalist, Council of the Albanian
Ambassadors and Healthy Options Skopje
(Check Newsletter 83, August 2025 for
more details)
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Based in Nikšić, with partners in Novi Sad,
Bijeljina, and Tirana, Olymp successfully
created not only a sports competition
with the U-13 Girls Basketball Cup but also
a platform for empowerment, leadership,
and long-lasting friendships.

Representing the Prishtina
Chairmanship-in-Office 2025, Mr. Mentor
Tahiri presented the award during the 8th
Anniversary of WBF’s establishment.

Based on almost 1,200 public votes casted
and the decision of our professional jury,
we are proud to announce the winner of
the Innovative and Creative Award, the
Kosarkaski Klub Olymp..

Shortlisted candidates for this category
were also the DIS Theater Banja Luka,
NGO Planktonium in Skopje, and
Education Empowerment Initaitive in
Prishtina. (Check Newsletter 83, August
2025 for more details)
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Based in Mostar, with partners in Novi
Pazar, Pančevo, Sarajevo, Nikšić, Prishtina,
and Tirana, Sensus promoted a regional
approach to mental health through the
implementation of the project “Regional
Talks About Mental Health”.

The initiative mapped the mental health
infrastructure, engaging 2,700 individuals
through surveys and fieldwork.

The award was presented to the
organization’s representative, Maida Bešo,
by the Executive Director of the Western
Balkans Fund, Dr. Murra.

Based on almost 1,200 public votes
casted and the decision of our
professional jury, we are proud to
announce the winner of the Women
Leadership Award, the Center for
Psychological Support “Sensus” in Mostar.

Shortlisted candidates for this category
were also the Women Museum
Foundation in Tirana, VAM Centar in
Belgrade and Culture Center Stara
Budva.
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The maximum grant amount available under
this scheme is 10,000 EUR.

Applicants will receive a response to their
request three weeks after application at the
latest.

Applicants are required to complete the
application form, which can be downloaded
at any time from our website. For more
information, please carefully review the
Matching Grants Guidelines.

This scheme is open without deadlines,
ensuring support for regional events
whenever they take place. However,
applicants are strongly encouraged to submit
their proposals as early as possible, allowing
WBF sufficient time to process and
accommodate the grant.

The Fund is committed to be there for civil
society organisations offering a variety of
support, whether through direct grants,
convening opportunities, mentoring, or
creating platforms for dialogue and
exchange.

WBF by doing so aspires to empower civil
society organizations, amplify their voices,
and ensure that champions of cooperation
across the region can count on WBF as a
trusted ally in moments when their ideas and
energy need it most.

The Matching Grants Scheme is designed to
expand project ideas from local to regional
and from regional to international, ensuring
full alignment with the WBF strategic
objectives.

Projects supported within this scheme must
address issues of concern within the WB6
region and contribute to strengthening
cooperation, dialogue, and mutual
understanding across borders.
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WBF LAUNCHES THE

MATCHING GRANT SCHEME

WBF REPORT 2024-25 CAN BE NOW
DOWNLOADED AT THE OFFICIAL
PAGE, DOCUMENTS SECTION
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This week, the Western Balkans Fund
(WBF) proudly participated in the Berlin
Process Youth Forum 2025, held in
Prishtina and hosted by our close
partners, the Regional Youth
Cooperation Office.

The Forum brought together more than
100 participants from across the
Western Balkans and beyond, including
representatives of the WB6
governments, ambassadors, delegates
of the European Union, regional and
international organizations, and
members of civil society.
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WBF at the Civil Society Summit of
the Berlin Process 2025

In the last week of September, in Podgorica, the Western
Balkans Fund proudly participated in the Civil Society and
Think Tank Forum for the Western Balkans, part of the
Berlin Process Initiative.

This important platform brings together think tanks and
like-minded organisations to exchange ideas, promote
dialogue and generate fresh solutions to advance regional
cooperation and integration.

We remain fully committed to taking forward the key
policy recommendations that will emerge, in areas of vital
importance such as: Regional market and economic
development; Gender equality and diversity; Reconciliation;
Environment and energy transition; Security and good
governance.
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Green Initiative: Supporting
the Cleaning of River Drina

River Drina is one of the most important
rivers of the region. It has incredible
economic and touristic value for its
communities. Yet, pollution has emerged
as a key obstacle, limiting its potential.
Earlier in September, Discover Serbia, a
grantee of the 7th Call for Proposals, tried
to tackle this issue head-on by mobilizing
volunteers to clean Perućac Lake, the
Drina Dam, and part of the river flow. The
cleaning action was followed by
workshops aimed at raising awareness
and strengthening cooperation among
the areas. In this action, Discover Serbia
from Priboj relied on the support of its
partners: Ekocentar in Višegrad, NVO
Novus in Skopje, and Ozon from Nikšić.
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Astronomy, as a tool of
regional cooperation

Thanks to the initiative of the Astronomy
Club of Kosovo and its partners, the
ceiling of regional cooperation literally
became the sky. In the beautiful setting of
Kukaj village near Prishtina, young
participants, selected among 400+
applicants from across the Western
Balkans, united to stargaze and learn
more about space from leading experts. 
Beyond astronomy, they bonded over
archery, games, and songs, turning the
event into a true hymn of regional
friendship and cooperation. This project is
co-funded by the European Union, IPA III
– Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance.
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Combating Breast Cancer 

at the Regional Level

Statistically, one in eight women will face in
her lifetime the terrible challenge of
fighting against breast cancer. Thanks to
increasing access to healthcare, earlier
diagnosis, and improved treatments, the
odds of winning this battle have improved
substantially in recent years across the
Western Balkans. Yet, we believe that by
uniting policymakers, experts, civil society
and stakeholders around a strong regional
network, progress can become even faster
and more impactful. This is exactly what
Europa Donna Albania set out to achievetis
September in Tirana, during a Regional
Conference that brought together
participants from across the Balkans.

Father and Father Drama: Regional
cooperation in the field of arts

“Father and Father”, seemingly a drama
about the ordinary struggles of a family,
gradually reveals a shocking story and a
profound social trauma: A wound left
unhealed, holding its characters captive
forever. This is a drama about those we
wish to keep close… and do keep! Despite
the unhappiness that strikes us in the face
like cold water, despite the dreams that
remind us of the harsh reality of
loneliness. And despite mass migration,
that hits us all in different shapes and
forms. Yesterday, in Prilep, took place a
unique regional play, supported by the
WBF-EU Joint Action. This joint action is
co-funded by the European Union, IPA III
– Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance.


