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Dear Deputy Minister, Ms Fino, 

 

Dear Ambassador Castellaneta, 

 

Distinguished Heads of Delegations and guests 

 

Ladies and gentleman 

 

Many thanks to the Albanian Chairmanship for the 

invitation, and for the opportunity to address this 7-th 

Adriatic and Ionian Council and EUSAIR Ministerial 

Meeting.  

 

Personally for me, being part of AII family from the very 

beginning, this gathering brings back many pleasant 

memories of our joint work, throughout more than twenty 

years of regional cooperation.   

 

In this respect, best wishes to the up-coming B&H 

chairmanship for full success during their term in office.   

 

Western Balkans Fund, considers itself very close with the 

topics and delivering’s of this Meeting. 

 

And while we convey cooperation in different fields, scopes 

and sizes, our organisations share the same ideas and 



objectives, aiming strengthening good neighbourly 

relations, through enhancing regional cooperation. 

 

With the main scope: to accelerate the path towards 

European Union accession of our countries and societies. 

 

And it is not by coincidence that crucial aspects of the 

EUSAIR initiative, including the green agenda, the blue 

economy, youth, sustainable tourism, connectivity and 

digitalisation, are all topics and key priorities of our 

organization as well. 

 

We consider the European Strategy for Adriatic and Ionian 

Region placed at a unique position, incorporating the 

Western Balkans and EU member countries in a single 

cross-border platform of cooperation. 

 

In the five years of its existence, WBF, as an inclusive and 

fully owned by WB6 MFA-s, has become a unique tool that 

promotes cooperation between civil society organisations 

and many other stakeholders in the WB, with a special focus 

to people to people contacts and links. 

 

All of this would have been impossible without the support 

of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and the full inclusion of 

our Contracting Parties from the WB-6. 

 



In that regard, I sincerely salute the proposed revision of 

EUSAIR and the enlargement of the Strategy, aiming to 

become more inclusive and tailor-made, serving better its 

purpose of existence. 

 

Let me conclude by assuring you that Western Balkans 

Fund's stands ready to be an active actor under the large 

umbrella of the EUSAIR Forum. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

 

 


